" But, and I am saying this in the full knowledge of my
responsibility as the head of the Government, this last
effort on our part can only have real meaning and value
when the present Agreement leads to a clearing up of the
political question, which to-day still causes the rights of"
the German people to be curtailed.
" In the name of Germany, I already to-day announce
anew the demand in front of the whole world, as a Nation
to stand with equal rights and equal duties and to be treated
as such by the whole world, These questions, especially
those of war guilt and defence freedom, have been closely
discussed by the statesmen. Now the questions, which are
directed in the interest of German honour, will be thrown
up in the world forum.
" The new chapter that is opening to-day for the German
people, the restored freedom and the independence from
other countries will make it possible, from now on, for the
German Government to fight for political freedom also.
Our road, which has now reached the economic liquidation
of the war, will and must lead to peace and honour. In
that I know to-day the German Government is in agree-
ment with the whole of the German people."
While securing these concessions from the Powers at
Lausanne, von Papen had already intimated that he in-
tended to press later for an increase in Germany's armed
forces* He achieved great advantage for Germany at
Lausanne, but the personality of Briining and his precise
statement of Germany's case had done much to prepare
the minds of the delegates favourably to receive his de-
mands. As in the case of Briining's success at Geneva,
which was never pursued and ratified, for the obvious
reason that the powers had come to see the truculent
change that was coming over Germany, von Papen's conduct
of affairs was bitterly critized by the Catholics and the Nazis.
The Catholics attacked him because he had split them
and then deserted from the Centre (they forgot that he was
thrown out) while the Nazis assailed him for not extracting
more from Geneva.
The repeal of the ban on the Nazi storm troops had
alarming results. Everywhere the Stumabtettungen beat
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